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Mr. yames Shep heard, 


Whilſt Priſoner in Newgate, 
Perſuading him to repent of 
His Deſign to murder the King. 

YOM SHEWING,: 

I. By a ſhort Eſſay upon the Original Nature 
and Progreſs of Civil Government, That his Majeſty's Title 
to the Monatchy -of Britain, is agreeable to the very End of 
Government it ſelf ; to the Right of the Davidical Line in that 
Government, which was more immediately eſtabliſhed by God 
Himſelf; to the Notions of. the Primitive Chriſtians. in the 
firſt Chriſtian Empire of the World; to the Conſtitution of Old 
England, and moſt Chriſtian and other Polite Governments in 
the Univetſe, | E950 1 

II. From the Inſtances of Saul and 1hboſheth, and 
from many other Texts of Scripture, That the Perſons of Sove- 
reign Princes are guarded by the expreſs Laws of God, from 
the Inſults of all private Perſons whatever, whether their own 


Subjects or others. . 
III. That the Oath of Allegiance taken to any 


- former King or Queen of England, binds the Conſcience of him 
that took it, to perform the Contents thereof to his preſent 


Majeſty King George. . 
By Capt. RICHARD DUNNING, 
of Sampford-Courtney in. Devon, Author s {om Sentiments 
of the Weſtern Tories, publiſh'd at the Beginning of the late 
Rebellion, | A i | 
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| HE following Letter, as the Ti- 
lle ſets forth, was ſent to James 
pheard, and deliver d to him a few 
Days before his Execution. The young 
Man was ſo engroſs'd. by Orme, and his 

other Nonjuring Friends, that twas with 
ſome Difficulty I had acceſs to him, and 
with more that I prevail'd on him to re- 
ceive, and promiſe to read it. On the 
Day before his Execution I went to ſee 
him again, as he appointed, but could 
not by any Means get to the Speech of 
him; only in the Evening he ſent me 
Word, he had deliver'd the Papers to 
ſome body, he could not tell whom. 
After his Execution I wrote to the Au- 
thor, as above ; and defired him, there 
being Others talked of as defigning 'the 
ſame barbarous Crime, and One of them 
taken into Cuftody, to ſend me another 
Copy, that I might publiſh it to the 
World; which he accordingly did; but 


by * Accident did * reach my | 


| my Hands 
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James Shepheard, &c. 


Sampford- Courtney in Devon; 
March 6. 1718. 


IN pING in our late News- 
Papers, an Account of your 
Behaviour before the Commit- 
tee of Lords, I thought it my 
pDuty as a Chriſtian, (ſo far as 
: in me lies) to rectify your (as I 
think) miſtaken Notions of Government, be- 
cauſe from them thoſe Scruples mult ariſe, 
which you call the Dictates of your Conſci- 
ence ; and which prevailed with you to m—__ 
B that 
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ad abominable, viz. The Murder of the King: 
Fr I aſſure you that T am as fincerely of O- 
pinion, that I ought (from rhe Obligation of 
the Laws of God on me,) to do every thing to 
the utmoſt of my Power, for the Preſervation 
of the Sacred Perſon and Government of his 
Majeſty King GEORGE, as you or any other 
Perſon can be of the contrary. Whence then 
ſhould thoſe different Dictates of our Conſci- 


ence ariſe, hut from our different Sentiments of 


the Juſtice of his Majeſty's Title ro the Go- 


vernment of theſe Kingdoms. This is admit- 


ted by your diſowning the Parallel between 
your Caſe and that of Ravilliac, ſaying, he 
murder d his lawful Sovereign, but that his 


Majefty was not ſo to you. But if I make it 


evident to you from the Laws of God and 
the Conſtitution of our Country, that his Ma- 
jeſty King GEORGE (whom God long pre- 
ſerve) is as lawfully and juſtly entitl'd to the 
Monarchy of Britain, as Henry the IVth was 
to France: or as any other Prince in the Uni- 
verſe is to the Dominions he claims; I hope 
vou will admit your Caſe equally criminal, 
and to deſerve as 'fincere a Repentance; on 

which Terms, that God and the King may ad- 
mit you to Mercy, are my very ſincere Pray- 
ers. And to bring Famine 25 to deter o- 


| thers from the like Attempt, is my ſole Deſign. 


In order to this, I could heartily wiſh* you 
the Trouble (if you have the Time) of reading 


a Manuſcript of mine, which J lately left in 


Lou- 


thats Duty, which I think the moſt criminal 


"Oy 
London, with a very ingenious Clergyman ; 
which if you would imparrtially read, doubt 
not would have the fame Effect on you, which 
the Arguments contain d in it, have had on 
ſome Hundreds, if not Thouſands of your diſ- 
ſatisfyd Party, viz. your entire Converſion, 
having often, by being canvaſſed in Converfa- 
tion with Nonjurors, their moſt powerful and 
obſtinate Advocates, convinced whole Aſſem- 
blies, who have declared themſelves fo in their 
Preſence. It is large and will take up about 
Two Days reading, I will therefore for your 
Eaſe, abbreviate fome Heads of the Diſcourſes 
therein contained, and if afterwards you deſire 
it, wilt procure you the Original. Ir is entivt'd; 
The Freeborn Britain, or Loyalty in Obedience to 
the Laws of God. The firſt Part is taken up 
with anſwering the Maſter-piece of all your 
Party's. Performances, Mr. Lefley's Finiſhing 
Stroke ; in that I have proved beyond all Room 
for Contradiction, from the beſt and moſt al- 
lowed Jewiſb and Chriſtian Commentators. That 
not One of the Doctor's Scripture Quotations, 
truly underſtood, is any Way concluding in 
his Favour, ſo as to prove that Patriarchal or 
Fatherly Authority ever partook any thing of 
of the Nature of Civil Government properly ſo 
calld, which is his Grand Deſign, in order to 
trace down a Title to the Pretender. And: by 
which his Party may plainly ſee, how grosſly 
they have been impoſed upon, by that and o- 
ther Books and Pamphlets of the like Nature, 
that it always was 1 0 to, and e 
: | | 2 : 10 


ES 


for the Regulation of Private Families, and E. I thi 


ducation of Children, and always terminated en 
there, diſtin from exemplary, and vindicative Tu 
_ Juſtice, the grand Characteriſticks of Civil Au- m 
thority. That after Civil Governments became or 
eſtabliſhed in the World, they both ſubſiſted ro- R 
gether, in one and the ſame Kingdom, at one er 
and the ſame Time, diſtinct in all Reſpects gl 
from each other, and the Power of the One no 71 
way abated by that of the Other. Having thus by tl 


the beſt and moſt indiſputable Authorities, taken 
off the Gentleman's Armour, wherein both he and 
. his whole Party truſted, I have plaid my own Ar- b 
tillery upon him, by ſhewing, that Civil Autho- (t 
rity was not (as he ſuggeſts) eſtabliſhed with \Þ 1 
Adam over Eve, and their Deſcendants, nor at 
all in the Anti- Deluvian World, but with the c 
I Foundation of the New World, in thoſe Words, 
| [Whoſoever ſheddeth Man's Blood, I/ Man ſhall 
his Blood be ſhed.) Gen. ix. and 6. I have ob- | 
ſerved, 1ſt, That it will not follow from hence, | 
that all Men are equally Avengers of Blood. 
2dly, That as God did not point out the Pri- 
mogeniture, or any other Order or Degree of 
Men, who alone ſhould be qualify'd to exer- 
ciſe this Authority, ſo the Appointment of 
the Perſon or Perſons who were to be veſted 
with this Authority, was left entirely to thoſe, 
who, in Obedience to this Cammand, ſhould 
form themſelves into Governments and Polities, 
ſo that although the naming of em, and pro- 
portioning of their Power was from Men, their 
Authority properly fo call d, was from God, 
| 25 the- 
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the ErgQting of Governments being in Obedi- 
ence to his Commands; which gave em a 
Jure Diuino Title to their reſpective Govern- 
ments, under the Preſervation of the ſpecify d, 
or underſtood reſerved Religious and Civil 
Rights of the People. This J have ſtrength- 
ened by the Precepts which the Fews ſay, were 
given to the Sons of Noah, particularly the 
7th de Fuditiis, by which they underſtood 
themſelves commanded to erect Governments; 
but as to the Form of em, to be left entirely 
to themſelves. I have farther corroborated this 
by the Words of the Two Apoſtles put toge- 


\| ther, St. Peter and St. Paul, the former in 


x Pet. ii. 13. calling Kings as well as the Go- 
vernours under them, [The Ordinance of Man.] 
and the latter in xxiii. of the Romans, ſpeak- 
ing of Civil Government it ſelf, calls it [he 
Ordinance of God.] From hence J have obſerved, 
that Government is from God, as he hath made 
Governments neceſſary in the General Order of 
Things, for the Benefit of the Univerſality of 
Mankind, but hath left the Specification of 
em, with the Limitation of their reſpective 
Powers, unto Men, fave where he ſhou'd par- 
ticularly interpoſe, (of which we have ver 
few Inſtances.) TI have farther ſtrengthened 
this Poſition, by the Behaviour of. the Gene- 
rality if not the Univerſality of Mankind, 
who as ſoon, after the Flood, as they grew 
numerous, in Obedience to this Command, e- 
rected Governments, diſtint in Form and 
Power from each other, as ſuired the e 
| O 


fo) 


of the ſeveral Colonies, and almoſt as diſtinct 
in Form and Power as Governments are to this 
Day, yer looked on em all to be equally Jure 
Divino, and The Ordinance of God, as formed 
in Obedience to his Commands; and we do 
not ſind any of em objected to by the Others, 
that theirs was not a legal Eftabliſhment, be- 
' cauſe not of the ſame Form with their own. 
J have farther in my Remarks at large, on all 
the Firſt Great Empires of the World, made it 
very apparent. that the Notion of the Patriar- 
_ chal, or inalienable Hereditary Right of Kings, 
and their uncontroulable Authority to ſubvert 
the Religious and Civil Rights of their People, 
is altogether Modern, and invented to ſerve 
particular Ends. „ 
The firſt Great Empire of the World, that 


of AMhria, was begun by Nimrod, the Youngeſt 


of the Six Sons of Cuſb, ſo muſt be by Com- 
pact, having no Divine Appointment, nor Pa- 
triarehal, or Hereditary Right. The People re- 


volt from under his Succeſſor Sardanapalußs, 


for Male Adminiſtration, and divide the Empire, 
make Bellocus King of Babylon, Chaldea and 
the Neighbouring Provinces, and Arbaces King 
of Media, Perſia, and the Parts adjacent; fo 
that the Titles of the ſubſequent Kings of Ba- 
bylon, Media and Perſia, was founded upon the 
People's Revolt from under the Line of Nzm- 
red, The Deſcendant of Bellocus, falling like- 
wiſe into Male-Adminiftration, the Babylonians 
revolt from under him likewiſe, and make the 
_ Anceſtor of Nebuchaduexrar, King in his Room. 
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Yet Daniel tells Belſbazer, his Grandſon, that 
The God of Heaven had given his Father the 
Fingdom,) which cannot be proved in any o- 
ther Senſe, than as he approved of the Peo- 
ples defending of their juſt Rights, by revolt- 
ing from under the Lines of Nimrod and Bello- 
cut, and placing his Anceſtor on the Throne 
of the Kingdom. The Empire of Greece became 
conſiderable under Philip of Macedon, but with- 
out any Notion of an 1nalienable, Hereditary, 
or Patriarchal Right to it, he wrung it from 
his Brother's Son, whilſt Guardian to him, 
left it to Alexander his Son, who added to it, 
the Kingdoms of Media and Perfia ; and upon 
his Death, the Great Officers of his Army di- 
vide the Whole among em. 

The Empire of Rome, was begun by Two 
Brothers ſubmitting to the Chance of the Vul- 
tures,” who ſhould be Soveraign, and who Sub- 
jet. Turguin, the Succeſſor of the Fortunate 
Brother, entrenching upon the Rights of the 
People, they revolt from under him and his 
whole Line, and lay aſide the Order of Kings; 
Conſtirute New Governours, named Conſuls, 
whom they choſe Annually : Lay aſide them 


for the Decemviri, afterwards reſtore che Con- 


ſuls again; then make Julius Czſar perpetual 
Dictator; but he being ſlain in the Senate, 
they grant that Commiſſion ro Auguſtus, but 
from Ten Years to Ten Years ;” ſo no ſuc- 
ceeding Emperor claiming from him, could 
have a more Hereditary Title than himſelf. 
Nero, his Succeſſor, violating the Rights and 
| | | Pri- 


tr) 
Privileges of the People, the Senate declares 
him Zoſtis humani Generis, an Enemy to Man- 
kind, dethrone and order him to be whip'd to 
Death. His Succeſſors were made Emperors, 
ſometimes by the Senate, ſometimes by the 
Army, ſometimes by the Joynt Conſent of 
Both, until their final Deſtruction by the Goth 
and Yandals. So that in all thoſe Great Empires, 
there was not the leaſt Notion of an inaliena- 
ble Hereditary, or Patriarchal Right to Go- 
vernment, nor of the unaccountable, or uncon- 
troulable Power of their Governors, wilfully 
to ruin the governed Body; but in all of em, 
the People inſiſted on their own Properties, 
and defended em by Arms, when wilfully en- 


trench d upon. | Eg 
I am now come to that, on which J lay the 
greateſt Streſs in the whole Diſcourſe, the Form 


of Civil Government eſtabliſſd by God him- 


ſelf, among his . choſen People, The Twelve 
ribes of Iſrael; and this is contained (for the 
moſt Part) in Deuteronomy xvii. from v. 1 to 
the End of that Chapter, which J muſt deſire 
you to read: And you will there find, that God 
ſpeaking to the People by his Servant Moſes, 
tells them, that when they were come into the 
Land of Canaan, they might if they deſired it, 
. eſtabliſh a Kingly Government over them. In 

this Eſtabliſhment, there are theſe Five Things 
obſervable; 1ſt, that God reſerved a Power of 
naming any of their Kings, when at any Time 
He thought fit ro interpoſe. 2dly, That if 
he did not, the People were to chooſe _— 
| from 


* 
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(13) 


| from among their Brethren; that; is, One of the 
© | Sccdof _ and rh Sb: 3dly, That Wäg. 
cher he were of chooſing: or, their own, 
he was to ſquare all his regal, Actions and 
; Commands, by. the Rules; therein ſet forth, 
+ which contained the Limits of the Power o 
a. the Prince, and the Religious and Civil Rights 
a of the People. Athly, That the People wers 
Judges, who by thoſe Rules was meet to inheq' 
rit the Kingdom, and whether he kept, within 
the Compaſs of, or exceeded thoſe Bounds. 
And laſtly, that che Command being given to 
4 the People, and not to the King, neceſſarily im- 
plies, that the People were hereby empower- 
3 80 to take ſuch Meaſures with him, as would 
hold him to the Obſervation of thoſe Rules; or 
to revolt from under him and eſtabliſh > 
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q lermined, eee, Memonides — Come Orhers, 
Y 


thoſe renowned Chriſtian Commentators upon 
em, Mr. Selden, and Hugo Grotius; and all 
thoſe unanimouſly agree, that the Great Say- 
hedrim,. who were the Succeſſors of, thoſe cho- 
ſen by If ofes, 0 the Advice of Jethro, Exodus 


XViii. and Cont 


e Jnr wr” 


ed as "wr Parliament doth of 
ne 


Which ſecured che Religious and Civil Rights 


Kirigdom, Who 


| made le King by 


_... cs; 
the Chier of the Prieſts, and 'bf the Chicf of 
tte People, had, as" Reprefentatives of che 
whole Body of the Ptople, a Power to hold 
their Kings to the Obſeryation of thoſe Laws, 


ef the People, contained in Dear.” Xvii. and 


Wete proper! ſpeaking the Limits 'of the Pow- 


& of the Prince, and of the Submiſſions of the 
People, and even to inftict Corporal Puniſh- 


ments en him, or to revolt from under his 


Command, if nothing leſs would ſecute their 
Religious and Civil Rights, and to eſtabliſh 
hit of the Seed Royal on the Throne of the 

they thought would beſt au- 
ſwer thoſe Ends. I have obſerved that Saul 
and -Divid came to the Kingdom, purſuant to 
this Fundamental Eſtabliſhment, that Solomon 


exceeded thoſe Bounds, that the People not 


being powerful enough to aſſert their Rights in 
his Days, do it in his Son's ; that Rehobeam, 
not telying on his Title as the Eldeſt Son of 


King Solomon, makes a formal Journey on a 


a ſet Day, from Feruſalem to Sechem, to 

by the People: When there met, 
in ſome Meaſure, as indepen- 
— of kim, telling him chat his Father had 
made their Voak heavy, that is, exceeded the 
Limits of the Prerogative ; but that if he 
would content himſelf with the legal Bounds 
of Power, laid with the Foundation of the 


Government, i in Deut. xvii. they would acknow- 
_ ledge him for King, and would ſerve him. He 


Wiſes with the o 1 Counſellors of State, they 


adviſe 


| bis Father's, Arbitrary, Government; the. 


( 15: ) 


1 — young Courti- 


ers alſo ; to. enfich ent e 
tn their Proteins had d done) gut of; e 
Ruins of tho People, adviſe him to eee 


—— to it, and tells dhe People on che Third 
Day, chat he weuld add to the 'Yoak of which 


| they had e upon Which: * anf\y; 


him in Subſtance thus, — ad mir that Ge 
hath - given the Government ꝙver us, unte 
the Houſe of David for ever, of Which Family 


Jon are, but it was under thoſe Reſtrictions 


and Limitations af Power, Which are A — 
known to you and us, if you wNl 36 


| the Government of us * Ty yo 
b 


are our King, and we are your. Peqple, 


5 ſinee you refuſe to govern us hy 1 ales 


you refuſt to govern us at all; 

Bo ether Rules by which you are "ently. 99 
the Government of us, given by Gad, ox. fub- 
mitted te by us, you are therefore an Ab. 


tor of the Government your ſelf, by which t 

Throne is yaeant. {Fat Right laue we in Da- 
| Yid, and we have no tyberitance in the. Soy — 

Jeſſe; 10 th Tents O. Iſrael, nom ſee to thy thy 


Houſe, David.] And this Rover Na ch — 
made neceſſary to preſerve the eſtab 1155 
ligious and Civil Rights of the Begple, is. 
far from being Criminal, that when Reho 


gathered an Army to bring back the Govern- 


ment to the Houſe of David, God ſent his Pro- 
phet to em, who expreſly told em [Je fba// 


105 ge up nor fight 0 _ 7 Bretbren the (a 
Aren 


1 „ Aa 


Sen 45 
their! "Repreſentatives the Sanbedrim; were 
es Who of the Seed Royal were meet to 
bert tlie Kingdom, 1 have made many Re- 
marks of the ſucceeding Reigns. I ſhall trou- 
ble you but with One of 
flain in che Battle of Megiddo, it is faid in 2 
Obron. Xxxvi. and . ¶ Then the Pebp le. 0 7: > the. 
maile 

"him King in his Father's Stead in Jeruſalem,] 


( 16 * 


When Wöndlafter, . dtew the 


People into Idolatty, AW up the golden 


Ollves at Dan, 280 2 Bethel, God ne his 
Prophet from Judah, eo denounce his Judg- 


ments againſt" the 1d6kttbis- Worſhip on the 
-ſeying' one Word a- 
gainſt the Revolt, Which doubtleſs he would; 
Rad that bet Criminal as the other Was. And 


Alrat in Bethel, - withiou - 


it 15 obſervable, thar among all the Great Pu- 
niſliments' which Were inflicted on them, for 


| their ſubſequent- Idelatries, God never puniſh'd 
2 by reſtoring them to the Subjection of 


them 


the Houſe Of Dabid; which together with God's 
— 18 [Feral of their. ſucceeding Kings, is a 
bt 


Argument that the Revolt: ſtill ſtood 
jullify' 4/9 


„and to ſhew that the People by 


em: when Joſab was 


Land, took, Jehoahaz' the Son of f Jofiak®] un 


and it being there ſaid that he was but Twen- 
ty Three Vears old when he began to Reign, 
and that he reigned but Three Months before 


"the conquering King of Egypt found that the 
People had choſen ſuch a King out of the Seed 


— who was not "Oy" long to ſee his 
| Coun- 


BU of TRA, for this Revolt is from me:] And 


AA c&aDIDGCSHIUUAfrnAa 


hihoam was ſucceeded by his Third 


DC a. A 


F 
| Country enſtaved,. and tributary to Egypt, 
I diſplaces him; and makes his Brother Eliakims, 
| King in his Stead. Now the former: being but 
Twenty Three "Years old when he began to 
reign, and reigning but Three Months, and 
the latter Twenty Five Vears old when he be- 
5 gun to reign, apparently ſhews that the former 
was the Younger Brother when made King by 
N the People; Which with the other Inſtaneds of 
this Nature, abundantly confirm the Incerpre- 
tation of the Talmudiſts and Rabbies beforemen- 
rion d, by ſhewing that the People ſtill thought 
themſelves obliged to ſquare their Behaviour to 
the Fundamental Eſtabliſhment of che Govern- 
ment, contained in Deut. xvii. which obliged 
em to chooſe ſuch a King, and to take ſuch 
Meaſures with him, as would obſerve and ſe- 
cure thoſe Rules eee ein vs in Charge; 
and this they apprehended they had a Right, 
and were commanded to do, even in the Davi- 
dical Line, on whom they well knew the Go · 
vernment was entailed by God himſelf, from 
the Reign of David to the Coming of our Sa- 
viour, ¶ The Scepter ſhall not depart from Judah, 
nor a Laugiver —— between his Feet, antil Shilo 
come, &c. And this coming from the Divine 
Creator and Diſpoſer of all Things, was cer- 
tainly as good an Hereditary Title, as any 
Prince or Royal Family in the World can make 
out to any Kingdom or Province whatever; 
and the Kingdom of the Ten Tribes ſtill con- 
tinued in ſome Conformity to it, ¶ Look out (ſays 
Jehu) the beſt and meeteſt of your Maſter s Sons, 


and 4 


5 
u ſit lam en his Father's Throne, and fight you 
Fer vu Maſter's Hose,] Without any Regard 
to his being elder or younger. And if you will 
look into the Hiſtory of King Pepin and of 
Flugh Capes of Frame, and of Charles Duke of 
eddarmais in Sweden, you will find that their 
Suceoſſors Hereditary Claims, ſtand as much 
upon à Parliamentary or popular Foor, as any 
of the younger Branches of the Pavidical Line 
did, or as his Preſent Majeſty's of Pritais 
doch: and I believe I may challenge yau to 
nme me any Prinee in the Univerſe, lawfully 
_ entittd to the Dominions he poſſeſſeth, whoſe 
Title to em doth. not ſtand much an the ſame 
Foot; which leaves you no Room to deny the 
Parallel between your Caſe and rhat of Ravi! 
liac, ſave that you had not Power tg exe- 
cute your: Deſigus as he had, for which thank 
God, and his Inſtruments in preventing you. If 
you object that the Eſtabliſiment of thoſe Poſtti- 
ons, Weaken and render precarious the Claim of 
the Reverſioner or Heir Apparent to the King- 
dom. J anſwer firſt, that if you will look back, 
you will ſind that I have proved by the beſt Chri- 
ian and Fewiſh Commentators, that this is 
the Form of Government eſtabliſh'd by God 
| himſelf, among his: choſen People the Twelve 
Tribes of Hrael, which will not leave you 
in Room to call any thing an Imperfection, or 
Irregularity in it, or in the Conſtitution of any 
other Government, framed in Imitation of it; 
and indeed the Neglect of obſerving this fun- 
damental Eſtabliſnment, by thoſe who _ 


=. Dy 
formerly writ in Defence of Oonſtitutions, is 
the only Cauſe en left for 
their Quotations (with a ſeeming Probabi licy 
to be confronted by other Texrs of ro 
whereas laying this for the Foundation, as it 
rally and triily. is, we ſhall find all the Texts 
of Seriprure which any way relate to Govern = 
ment at all, readily to fall into che corrobota- 
ting of it; and to attend each other with as 
much Coherence and AgretaMeneſs; as Links 
in a Chain, and leave not One on your Side. 
zal y, I ſay, that by the Conſtirurion of Brita, 
che Right of the Heir Apparent of the Kingdom, 
is Ten Thouſand times bertet ſeeurd than in any 
abſolute Monarchy Whatever, where the Peo- 
are not permitted to interpoſe; for there 
diſpleaſing the Prince upon the Throne, he 
may looſe both Life and Claim; bur here, he 
carmot be Forecloſed, but wich the ' Conſent 
of Both Houfes of Parliament, who all take 
the Oath of Allegianee' at their Admiſſion to 
their Seats: Which Oath fo far affects em 
with Reſpect to his or her Remainder, that 
they cannot conſent to his or her Forecloſure, 
for any private or ſiniſter View whatſoever, nor 
for any private Indecoruins of Life, or Miſunder. 
Randings in the Royal Family, nor indeed for 
any thing leſs than their being really and fit- 
eerely convinced in their Conſcience, that he, 
or ſhe, cannot fit upon the Throne of rhe 
Kingdom but with the Subverſion of the e- 
Nabliſh'd Religious or Civil Rights of the Peo- 

ple. So that his Title being ſecured, not _ 


— 


| 
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by the Pleaſure of che Prince upon the Throne, 
but by the Oaths t and Honour of the Two 


HBouſes of Lords and Commons, who have e- 


ver been accounted the moſt Learned, Judici- 


dus, and Auguſt Aſſembly in Europe; I can- 


not ſee that the Heir Apparent of the Uni- 
verſe, if any ſuch there were, could deſire a bet- 
ter Security for the Preſervation of his Claim. 
But now. ſince. ſome of your Party excuſe 
themſelves” fron; taking Gaths to, or | ſer: 
ving the preſent Government, becauſe; they 


took the Oath of Allegiance to the late King 


James, and are apprehenſive it may affect em, 


with Reſpect to the Pretender, it will be ne- 


ceſſary for your and their Satisfaction, that 
4 ſay ſomething more of the. Oath of Al- 
legiance. And firſt I ſhall obſerve, that no 
Perſon in Remainder is ſo meant or pointed 


out by the Words (I will be faithful and bear 


true Allegiance to his Majeſty, —— his Heirs and 
Saceeffors,) at the Time of taking that Oath, 


as that if he is afterwards forecloſed in Par- 
liament, thoſe Words ſhall affect them with 


reſpect to him. For particularly to mean 
any Perſon in Remainder, is to ſwear Allegi- 
ance to One while Another is upon the Throne, 


which is High Treaſon: The Lawyers tell us 


chat among all the Regalæ Juris, there is not 


One of greater Extent than this, Hæres non eſt Vi- 
ventis; No Man can have an Heir whilſt living: 


That it hath ruled about Ten Thouſand Caſes 
in the Common Law; ſo that the Perſon of 
the Reverfioner, is not particularly pointed 
v3 - 1 | out, 


Sw SS ot 


England, it would be an Oblig 


121 ) 


out, until the Demiſe: of che King; add chen 
thoſe Words ate n Obligation upon our Con- 


| ſciences; to be fyithful and bear true Allagi- 
ance to him or her, who! 
is then entid'd to the Gavernment. As for 4 | 


by-arhe Conftivurion, 


ſtance; ſuppoſing the Oath of Allegiance in 
land and in Frante; to be in the ſame Words:; 

on upon r 
the King with- 


Conſeiences, upon the Demiſe 


out Iſſue Male} ov without Iſſue Male of that f- | 
__ 


France, on che King's Brother, otBrathelo gd, | 
becauſe thete tlie Salict Lam rules the Deſdent 

of cke Crown, and that bars Females. This 
1 being the Seope of the Oath, and the End of 


ſue Male, to place the Crowm on the Ki 
deft Daughter; or Eldeſt Grand- daughter; 


requiking it, it muſt be ee interpreted; 
for inis dioendi eſt Ratio diftorum ; and an Oach 


doth nor oblige as this or that Man interprets it 
who takes it, neither 9 to the 
Uſe of the Words, but in a Senſe as is 


adequate, and en co the End of 2501 
* and requiring it. 
From hence it is wlehttbly evident chat 0 


Perſon is particularly meant by any Words 


in the Oath of Allegiance, ſave the Prince then 


upon the Throne, and upon his Demiſe and 


not before, him or her who at that Time is 


by the Conſtitution entitl'd to it, and upon his 


or her Demiſe, the Perſon who is then entithd 
as aforeſaid, and ſo on. As long as the Perſon 
lives who takes that Oath, the Obligation con- 


tinues to the one or the other, and we ate not 
D one , 


* 
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ond Minute free from it, our Allegiance be- 
ing immediately due to the One upon the De- 
miſe of the Other. Theſe Reaſons truly 
weigh'd and compared with our Conſtitution 
truly underſtood, muſt make it evident beyond 
all Contradiction, that upon the Demiſe or 
Ahdication of the late King James, all rhe 


Obligation on the Conſciences of thoſe who 
took the Oath of Allegiance to that Prince, de- 
ſcended and became due to the then Princeſs of 


Orange, and by her's and the Princeſs of Den- 


marks Conſent to the Prince, and after their 
Demiſe, to the Princeſs of Deymark, and on 
. her' Demiſe, to his preſent Majeſty Kin 
GEORGE, becauſe all thoſe nearer in Blood 
are forecloſed (as of Principles deſtructive to 
the Religious and Civil Rights of the People,) 
by thoſe who in the Frame of the Government 

are poſſeſs d of that Authority. Theſe Things 
rightly conſider d, will give you great Cauſe 
to think that thoſe who have loſt their Lives in 
diſturbing the preſent Government, died at beſt 


but Martyrs in a wrong Religion, or rather if 


you will, died Rebels againſt that Goverment 
which was ſet over them by the Laws of their 
on Country, in an exact Conformity to the 
Laws of God, and which they were bound 
buy their own Oarhs to defend. I hope God 
- bath forgiven their blind Zeal, and that he will 
give all thoſe of em that are yet alive a right 
Underſtanding in all Things, in order to their 
- ſincere Repentance. The Objections which your 
Party make to this from Scripture, are that $5.4 
oy 4 r 


ir 
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firſt born Son was to have à double Portion of 
his Father's Inheritance, by the Appointment of 
God himſelf, The Right "fe, firſt-born is his, 
&c. but you are to conſider that this only re- 
lates to a priyute Inheritance, and the Deſtent 
contrary to the Rule by which the Fews, and 
all other Nations, and even you yourſelves, 


would have the Deſcent of the Crown govern- 


ed. For 1ſt, this was but a double Portion to 
either of the other Children, if there were Nile 
more, this was but Two Parts in Ten, which be⸗ 
ing ſubdivided among his Deſcendants, would 
make more Confuſion in a Nation, than An- 
narchy itſelf. 2dly, If there were no Son, the 
Inheritance was to be divided equally between 
the Daughters, ſee the Caſe of the Daughters 
of Zelophebad; but with Reſpect to tlie 
Crown, the Eldeſt hath all. The Siſters of 
the Whole Blood ſucceed equally to their Bto- 
ther in private Eſtates, but the Brother of the 
Half Blood ſucceeds before em to the Crown, 
This leaves no Room for any of thoſe Texts 
of Scripture to be conſtrued in your Favour. _ 
I have as little Reaſon to prejudice che Juſt 
Authority of a Father, or of rhe Firſt-Born, as 
any Perfon whatever, being the Father of Seven 
Children living, and the Eldeſt Son of the El- 
deſt Son of my Family, which conſiſts of all 
the Dunnings, Donnings and Dennings in Eng- 
land, the laſt fo called by Miſtake ; bur rhe 
Two former ſignifying in the Textonick (the 
Language of our Saxon Anceſtors) the ſame 
ab Sf D 2 Thing, 
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in the 


ties, 142 5 CY elex, Berks, Ne 
 Gioup ſets, 1 Fic ran, Devon and 
8 ed. fro one Common An. 
9 e have dt. y Tradition: came 
i, wich the firſt Saxon, Kings: 
al i more chan Five Hundred 


ears, Jaſt;paſt,, che Eldeſt Son of my Family 
nexeprdied, Unril he had a Son, which, was. al 
_ Ways 164 5 his own Font Name, vlg. Ri. 
410 „which is, continued down to my Son, 


chope may, to many e 85 


come 52nd hom long that 7 
Wing of the 


beyond, the Five 


fo, named; ſo was! rh. firſt who.came to Eng 

E ft the Buildi 

Years after, at the Building o | Dunniugton Ca. 

Itle, in Berkſhire, Y.. Sir Richard Dunning; at 

t, Time | de, Aubrey, the Name of his Meer 
eat; Dunnington fignifies, in vulgar or Ws pro 

| Bugtiſh, Denning Wall d Town Or Fortrels J 

e jar che to- e 95 

am not a hy Ba only. troubles ih 

a long Letter, becauſe he hath . aſs to 


do, and that L am; of the Side of, rhe ere 


ment without any private View, havi 

much Time, a very many e de De- 
fence of the ary vernment, e han 
aer asking a R or Penny Woh, and 4 


A, 


Thing, wiz: 7 A are alter 
. G Axe many. Tho 


Rees Fer; —_ 


but all that 7715 u 3 20 . | 


and ſd Was ano BY me Hundreds of 
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Church of Euglaud, as by Law Sſtabliſſod; and 
what 1 have now and formerly; done, is ſin- 


cerely the Reſult, of my Judgment, and the- 


1 of a Debt which I think due ita the 
Jultice of his Majeſty's Cauie 5 bus I. beg P- 
don, for this long igreſſion. . bn 
I. have obſerved of this Government which. 
ad: eſtabliſhed) among the Twelve Tribes of 
Iſrael, chat as it is the only, Form, of Civil So- 
vernment in which God particularly interpoſed, 
it. Was calculated for our imitation, or it was: 
not; if it was not, we were only under the 
be forementioned Precepts and Command, to 
erect, a Government, but as to the Form of it, 
the Number, or particular Power of the Go-. 


vernors, were. left entirely to our ſelyes; and 


conſequently our Aneeſtors, as. the Foundation 


of che Government, might have lodged it in 


as many, or few Hands as they thought fit, 
with as much or little Power in each of them, 
or, as ſhort or long a Continuation as they 
pleaſed; at the End of which it would, have 
reyerted to them, and they would chen have 
been Fer to change the whole Pom of 
it; and we are then to look back to common 
Ulage for che Interpretation of our Conſtitu- 
tion And if ſo, the late happy Revolution 
will ſtand ſquared, not only xo the Old Ergliſb 

Conſtitution, but to that of moſt other Nati- 
ons in the Univerſe. But if this Government 


* 


which was eſtabliſhed by God himſelf, was gal- 


cylared far out Imitation, (as believe is/was.) 
#42243 | | then 
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che the nearer any Form of Government re- 
ſembles chat, the more jure divino may the Go- 
vernor's Title be faid to be. This then was a 
Monarchical Government, and entailed on one 
2 Line or Family, who might properly be 

to have an Hereditary Right to it, under the 


Conditions of preſerving AR ſpecified Religious 
and Ciyit Rights of the People: The former we 


find in Dent. Nil 10. To the end he ma prolong _ 35 


bis Days in hu Kingdom, he and his Children in the 
iat V Irael. wrt by the Prediction of 
Jacob, 5 xlix. 10. The Scepter ſhall not depart 
from Judah, nor a Lafee from between his 
Feet, until Shilo come. And the latter in the 
more immediate Eſtabliſhment of the Dauidi- 
cal Line, 2 Sam. vii 14. I he commit Iuiguity, I 
will chaſten him with the Rod of Men, and with the 
Stri NO of the Children of Men, &c. This can- 
underſtood of any Power God gave the 
People to inflict Puniſnments on their Kings 
for any perfonal Vices, ſimply conſidered as 
ſuch, for that they never pretended to; but 
muſt refer back to the firſt Inſtitution of che 
Government, and the Charg re there given to the 
people, to fecure tlie Eflzbliſhed orſhip of 
and tlie Eſtabliſhed Liberties and Proper- - 

ties of themſelves and Fellow- Subjects, from 
the Oapriees of a ſingle Brain; which neceſſa- 
rily implied an Authority in chem to take ſuch 
Meafares with all their Kings, as would an- 
ſwer thoſe Ends. And this in my Remarks on 
them at large, I have ſhewed' Was their con- 
an n of chat Text, and 1 
n their 


Cloud and the Pillar of Fire were of old, be- 


49) 
their practice upon it; and that the neglect of 
it towards the declining of their Government, 
which of Courſe enforced them to take a nex 
God and a new Form of Worſhip, with every 
new King, who was the Husband or Son of an 
idolatrous Woman, naturally introduced all 
cheir Miſery, and at laſt their final Deſtructi- 
on. And I pray God that thoſe may not pre- 
vail, who would bring us under the Di- 
lemma. 2 3 245 | ng a! if 
You have here a ſhort; View. of the. Go» 
vernment eſtabliſhed by God himſelf, a com- 
pleat Syſtem of Government: So that we ma 
well cry out with the Pſalmiſt; O how wonderful 
are his Works, in Wiſdom hath. he made them all. 
A Government capable of: ſtanding ſelf-poiſed, - 
and of ſubſiſting by its own Counſels to the 
End of Time, under the ordinary Diſpenſati- 
ons of his Providence, had it not fallen into 
ſtubborn and rebellious Hands. The King poſ- 
ſeſsd of the whole Regality or Executive 
Power; his Perſon ſacred and inviolable; Who - 
can ftretch' forth his Hand againſt the. Lord's 
Anointed, and be Guiltleſs > The Liberties" of 
the People ſpecified by preſcribed Rules, their 
Sanhedrim or Repreſentatives Guardians of 
them, and placd in ſome . meaſure as the 


7 
„ - «, 
* 


o 
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tween them and the Eg yptians ; to guard the 
Prerogative of the Crown from being over: tun 
by the Torrent of the Collective Body of the 
People, and the Liberties. 0 People from 
being cruſn d by the Weight of a 
INS | Ne 


mn Blood of the 


ro 


nt — ert the eldeſt of firſt 


al Line, if he would ob. 
ſerve thoſe Laws | 


the Peor eat Libetty; or 
rather comman to Revolt from under him, 


in order” to ſecure them, if he would not, and 
the next of that Sced Royal to the 
Throne of che Kingdom, who in thei Judg- 
ment would beſt ſeenre thoſe Laws. 
This being the Government cſtabliſh'd by God 


"The Governm 


e himſelf, and the Government of Britain 9 


2 very ne reſemblance to it, and ſeeming to 


de framed in imitation of it; the Inferences 


to be drawn from hence, in order to ſupport 
his preſent Majefty's Title to the Crown of 


| Britain, are very obvious and eafy. If the 


Adminiſtration in the late King James's Reign 
had an eminent tendency to th Subverfion of 


the Eſtabliſned Religious and Civil Rights of 


the People, the Revolt from under him to pre- 


ferve them, was in Obedience to the Laws of 


God: It the late Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
the Princeſs of Denmart, the Princeſs Sophia, 
and his pteſent Majeſty, were the firſt Perſons 
of che Seed Royal, who were adjudged by 
rhe Repreſentatives of the People of England, 


to be of Principles conſiſtent th the Safery 


of he Reli s and Civil Rights of the Peo- 
= — the ſeveral and reſpective 
of che Crown upon all and each 
of Yn Sig in imitation of, and in Obedi- 

ence to the Laws of God and the Conſtitution 
of our on Countr For this hath ever been 
a Maxim in the 255 22 Conſticutian, as — | 
1 Lor 


1 7 oof 


03 Min 


AQ OO S rw 8 1} 


—» » (0-1 


n 


by his Arbitrary Will, and naß 
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| Lord Chief Juſtice Bracton tells us, and which 


common Uſage hath abundantiy confirmed, 
Lex facit R . m, non eſt _ Rex ubi domina- 
tur voluntas & non Le: The Lawimakes the 
King; cherefore he is nos Kit lb That 
j Tha 
is, he who being le; gally poſſeſ of rhe Ge“ 
vernment, tefuſeth to goyern b Law, is thete- 
underſtood to reſuſe toe geVern ar all, and 
Abdicate the Government; by which the 


Subjects are of courſe abfolved from their 


Oaths, with reſpect to him, and grey 


from their Allegiance.' And I have plain 


ſhewed in the before · mentioned Treatiſe, that 
ns Statutes of the x3th and ich of Cai, \ 

which appoint = Oath, by which we are to 

lare 4 og we do not believe it lawful for 
hy People, Collectively or Repreſentaxively, 
in Parliament or out of Parliament, to 1 
up Arms againſt the King) are no way 
conſiſtent with this ancient * of the . 
tijh- Government; the King having (in + 
conſtruction of the Engliſh otſtiruion) qu uit 
ted his legal Title, by chaneng and exerciſing 
an Arbitrary Authority ; by which he ceaſed to 
be their King, and eas esd they to be his 
people: And in ſuch Caſe, defending their 
Legal Rights, is not taking up An aint 
the King. ä 

1 hope, Sir, that you by this uwe ſee chit 
Government is of a quite different nature from 


what you took it for; it may (in this reſpect) 


be ſaid of it as of Philoſophy, He who only 
E knows 
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So he who only ſees the glimmering Light of 
Government, eſpecially under the jure divino 
Veil, with Which it hath: been of late ob- 
ſcured, is apt to become a conſcientious Re- 
bel to our | preſent moſt Gracious Soveraign ; 
but he who is let into the Meridian Sun of it, 
and hath truly digeſted it, cannot avoid be- 
coming a moſt loyal Subject to our preſent Go- 
vernment. I hope you Will not reſent the Ex- 
preſſion, as a reflection on your] ydgment, for 
if am rightly informed, your Vears Will nor 
permit that you ſhould ſo truly have digeſted 
the Notions of Government, as to be capable 
of forming a Conſcience upon them, by which 
Fou may regularly ſteer your Actions; And 
_ Conſcience; it ſelf, although never ſo ſincere, 
will not make Things Jawful,| which are not ſo 
an themſelves. St. Paul ealls himſelf che great- 
eſt of Sinners, for doing that which he verily 
believed he ought to Ho; I verily thought with 
n ſelf (ſays he) that I ought to do mauy things 
contrary to the Name of Feſus of Nazareth, 
auhich thing J alſo did at Jeruſalem, c. And 
the Servant who knew. not his Maſter's Will, 
and therefore conſcientiouſly acted to the con- 
trary, was to be beaten, although not hy 
| | 0 
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ll ſo many Stripes as he who wilfully- tranſgreſ- | 
to | ſed; and under che Law, he who ſinned through 


e- Ignorance, was to bring a She-Goat for a Sin- 
8 Offering, before the: Prieſt was to make an 
it Atonement for him, Numb. xv. 27. And in 


7 the Parable of the Tares, by which Dr. Ham- 
of mond, and J think moſt if not all other learn- 
vw ed Interpreters underſtand, are meant the He 
b. reticks and Schiſmaticks, in an eſtabliſhed Na- 
on tional Church, the Terms of ' whoſe Commu- 
; nion are not unlawful: although queſtionleſs 
t, 


% 
o 
— N 


t. many of them act upon the foot of their Con- 
2 ſcience, are ( if this interpretation is right) all 
)- without Diſtinction, ſaid to be ſown by the 
Enemy, viz. the Devil; and are appointed to 
be bound in Bundles and burnt: yet the 
ſame Parable ſeems an Inſtruction to Civil 
Governors, to give them an Indulgence or To- 
leration, by adviſing them not to pluck them 
up, leſt in ſo doing they ſhould} hurt the 
Wheat alſo, but to let them both grow toge- | 
ther until the Haryeſt, at which time the more 5 
wiſcerning Reapers, viz. the Angels, are to ſe- | 
parate the one from the other, &c. You ſee, , | 
Sir, that but little Allowance is given for the 
Dictates of Conſcience, when repugnant to 
the eſtabliſhed Laws: and the Arguments 
. drawn in Defence of it from the Reformarion, 
will prove ſomething worſe than uſeleſs, if 
duly conſidered ; for ſince God fulfilled char 
Prophecy of Tfajiah xlix. 23. in eſtabliſhing 
Chriſtianity by humane Laws; making Kings 
the nurſing Fathers, and their Queens the nur- 
E 2 ling 
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ſing; Mothers of the Church, he hath appa- | 
_ rently! ſubjeRted// the Order and Diſcipline 
1 of the Church, to the Civil Government; | 

and as ſuch} our Reformation being by the | 
z Authority of the Legiſlirure, is certainly a 
i much ſtronger Argument againſt, than for the 
- Guide of a roving Conſcience... © 
No pray conſider, what a Scene of Blood- 

| * ſhed, Rapine and ' Diſorder, the | Eſtabliſh- 
ment of your Poſition: would open to the 
World. Your Conſcience! tells you, that this 
King hath no Right, and therefore you kill 
Him; Fthink; and do the ſame by him whom 
you introduce in his room; the Kingdom is 
turned into Fields of Blood in Defence of 


| the Claims of their Succeſſors; and then pray, 
[f what Atonement can the burning or quarter- 
| | | ing of our Bodies, and the:damnation of our 
5 Souls, make to our Countreymen, for the 


mighty Evils which that, which we call the 
Dictates of our Conſcience, hath brought up- 
on them ? This. is an Argument only drawn 
from the Evil of the Conſequence; fait there 
is a ſtronger from the expreſs Command of 
God: Touch not my Anointed (ſays he) and do 
my Prophets, no harm; And who can ſtretch 
forth his Hand' againſt the Lord's anointed, and 
be guiltleſs, ſays holy David in the Reign of 
Saul. And not only their Perſons, but their 
Reputations are ſtrongly guarded by the Laws 
of God; and we are not by any publick Ex- 
preſſions, or private Infinuations, to leſſen 
them in the Opinion of the People, or _ — 
| eaſt 
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leaſt Veil upon the Luſtre of their Perſons or 


Actions; but to pay them all Honour and Res 
ſpe, ſave what is due to God alone. 77 35. 

written (ſays St. Paul) thou ſhalt not ſpeak E- 
vil f the Ruler of thy People; and yet that 


Ruler Aunanias, was but one choſen by the 
People. Pray conſider how David (the Man 


after Gods on Heart) ſerved him who ſlew. 
Saul; although the Son of a Stranger, an 4 
malakite, and no Subject ro Saul. This will 
perhaps more nearly touch your Caſe; for all 
admit that his Majeſty is a Soveraign Prince in 
other, if not in theſe Dominions; and as ſuch only 
his ſacred Perſon is as ſtrongly guarded by the 


Laws of God from yours, and all other private 


Inſults, as Saal's was againſt the Amalatite's. 
Another diſcouraging Inſtance you have in the 
Cafe of Tſhhboſheth ; thoſe who murdered him 


were rewarded. by David himſelf, with having 
their Hands and their Feet cut off, and their 


Bodies hanged up over the Pool in Hebron; 


and yet Iſpboſpeth had but a popular Title to 


the Soveraignty, and held it to the Prejudice 
of the Divine Right of David, and of the 
Hereditary Claim of Mephiboſheth, his elder: 
Brother's Son. So ſtrongly have the Laws 


of God ever guarded the ſacred Perſons of 
ſoveraign Princes, without permitting private 


Perſons to determine their Titles, injure their 
Perſons, or eclipſe their Luſtre, Now pray 
conſider, what Title you would make our in 
any other; for Poſſeſſion alone is a very 
good Title until the contrary appear. If 

Fou 
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Fou inſiſt on the Divine Perſonal Authority 
of him, on whom you have an Eye, antece- 


dent to all National Laws; then you muſt 
produce a Commiſſion from God, in which he 
is named, or wherein ſome one is named, from 


whom he can make out an inalienable Title, 


by the Rule therein pteſcribed. Or if on the 
Right of a Father to govern his Children, 
then you muſt prove that he begat all thoſe 
over whom you would make him King: For 
fatherly: Authority is unaſſignable, and will 
extend no fatther than to Deſcendants. If on 
a Patriarchal Authority, which is ſet up as the 
Shadow of a Fatherly Authority, whereby the 


eldeſt Son is Father by repreſentation ; then you 


muſt trace his Deſcent directly from the Eldeſt 
Son of the Eldeſt Son of Noah, for one Slip turns 
that Stream into another Channel, and for ever 


ſpoils that Claim. If neither of thoſe Titles 
can be made out, there remains only a Legal 


Right, and a Right of Conqueſt. The former 


will only hold good ſo long as the Prince 


upon the Throne accept of it, under the Le- 
gal preſcribed Bounds : ſo that if you inſiſt on 


the Right of any one, as the only or eldeſt 


Son of a former King, once Legally poſſeſs d 
of the Government, you are to conſider 
whether that King died legally poſſeſs d, or 
rook upon him, or claimed a Government of 
another Nature, by which the then eſta- 
bliſhed: Worſhip of God, the then eſtabliſhed 
Revenues of his Prieſts, or the then eſtabliſh- 
ed Liberries and Properties of the People, 
FEE 2 bg: would 
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would have been ſubverted, If the latter, you 
are to conſider, that in the only Form of Go- 


vernment eſtabliſned by God, the People were 


commanded to revolt from under ſuch a King, 
and to eſtabliſh another in his room, under 
whom the eſtabliſned Religious and Civil 
Rights of the People would be better ſecured; 
and from him rhe Deſcent of the Crown was 
to be carried down. This is manifeſted in the 
Caſe of Jeroboam, with reſpect to the 10 Tribes, 


and in the Caſe: of 44;jah, the fourth Son of 


Re hoboam, in whoſe Line the Deſcent of the 
Crown was carried down, to the Prejudice of 
the otherwiſe juſt Right of the three elder 
Brothers, and was never returned. And the 
ſame would apparently have been in the Caſe 
of Shallum, or Jehoaz, the fourth Son of Foftah, 
made King by the Appointment of the People, 
in the Life-time of his elder Brothers, if fo- 
reign Wars had not from that time to the Ba- 
bylonian Captivity, broken all the Rules b. 

which the Deſcent of the Crown was govern'd. 
And in the before: mentioned Treatiſe I have 


ſhewed at large, that this was an eſtabliſhed 


Maxim, and che frequent Practice in the Old 
Engliſh: Government, and of the Primitive 
Chriſtians in the firſt Chriſtian Empires of the 
World, from the Reign of Conſtantine the 
Great to that of Allexius Angellus the 2d, and 
of moſt other Chriſtian, and other polite and 
conſiderable Governments in the World. If 
therefore you have any regard to the Laws of 


God, or the common Uſage of the Chriſtian 
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Warldz/you muſt quit that Claim. So * 
there only remains to you a Claim of Con- 
queſt. But this I do not know any Engliſh 
King ever pretended: to; and as I remember, 
Grotius in his De Jure Belli & Pacis tell us, 
That Conqueſt is only a Right, where a King 
is firſt unwarrantably attack d by a Nation, 
over whom in the Quarrel he gets the Victo- 
ry. But this cannot be proved to be our 
Caſe. And Wiliam the Firk, who is the only 
Perſon ever ſuggeſted to have that Title, claim- 
ed from the Gift of Edward the Confeſſor, 
who had only a Parliamentary Title of his 
own. And it is an allowed Maxim, that where 
a Prince claims a Title to a Kingdom, altho' 
he is forced to fight his way to it, and eannot 
get into the Throne but by conquering the 
People, it is ſtill but making good that Claim, 
Which being from a former Prince, cannot 
exceed his Title or Power: So that Claim will 
not ſerve your Turn neither, until you are 
Conquerors your ſelves, which all Proteſtants 0 
have Cauſe to hope will neyer be- 
There are in the Treatiſe ſeveral: other Heads 
of Diſcourſe, in anſwer to all the Objections 
of the diſſatisfiedꝰ Party, worth taking notice 
of, that I could ever meet with in Writing, 
Converſation, or Print, but they are too nu- 
merous to be here ſo much as hinted; and (al- 
though I doubt I have already been too tedi- | 
ous to you) thoſe herein touched are abbre- 
viated in too narrow a Compals, to give the 
apparent Satisfaction which _ would at 
large. If 
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If cherefore I have not hit thoſe Points 
which chiefly prevailed with you, be pleaſed 
to communicate them unto me, and I will an- 
ſwer them by the Return of the Poſt, to the 


| beſt of my Capacity. It becomes you to be 


very ſincere, becauſe moſt certainly the Wel- 
fare of your Soul, and probably that of your 


Body too, depends upon it, in this moſt mild 


Government, if you are brought to a ſincere 
Repentance; which I hope a ſerious and impar- | 


tial Contemplation on theſe Arguments will 


bring you to, that you. may not die a Martyr 


in a wrong . which you know is ter- 


rible in this World, and will bring no Reward 
hereafter, but withour God's infinite and un- 
covenanted Mercy be attended there with all 
the Puniſhment of all the Evil which is the 
Conſequence of the Action here. That God 
may give you a right Underſtanding in all 
Things, in order to your Repentance, are my 


ſincere Prayers, and my chief Deſign in trou- 


bling you with this long Letter. 


Richard Duming. 
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